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Synopsis

The All-in-One Custom Homebuilders Guide--Fully Updated with the Latest Green Construction
Methods How to Plan, Contract, and Build Your Own Home, fifth edition, gives you the information
you need during every step of the homebuilding process--from selecting materials to designing the
rooms to working with a contractor. Featuring practical, cost-effective ways of planning, designing,
and building energy-efficient homes, the book presents money- and energy-saving options in every
chapter. This thoroughly revised reference explains how you can implement many of the green
construction strategies that make up the U.S. Green Building Council’s award-winning Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) guidelines. Written by experienced instructors and
builders, this is the most complete planning and homebuilding resource available. Learn how to:
Select the building site that best suits your project Determine floor plans and types of construction,
foundations, framing, and finishing Use energy-efficient electric, lighting, heating, cooling, and
insulation Choose the best quality floors, wall coverings, fixtures, and appliances for your budget
Integrate green construction systems, components, and materials throughout your home Include
amenities such as decks, patios, gazebos, sidewalks, and driveways Find and work with an

established, skilled, and reliable contractor
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Customer Reviews



This is an excellent book with a lot of great advice. The part of the title that says "build your own
home" is misleading -- it does not mean it shows YOU how to build your home, it means it in the
general sense of whether people will buy a pre-owned or build-your-own-home. | was fine with that
because that is exactly what | was looking for.l spend a half hour poring over a wide selection of
similar books. This one looked best. | spent another ten minutes on it before selecting it as the best.
| was looking for specific tidbits that | know that | would give other home builders. After reading the
book, | was even more impressed. There is a tremendous amount of good advice in an easy-to-read

format. Highly recommended.

This book is lives up to the first two parts of the title - Plan & Contract. It falls short on the building
process but if you know you are going to use a Builder or General Contractor, it is a great source of
information.l haven’t got the time to manage the building process but | know | can intelligently talk
with my contractor. This book gives the reader a firm footing in dealing with the house design and

contractor processes.

This book is very helpful for you to work with and speak the language of your contractor. It is not
designed for you to be your own contractor, but to work with one that you select. In Part Il "How to
Build It", the book shows how a house is put together. If you never lift a hammer throughout the
entire construction process, it still pays to know how a house can and should be put together. The
difference between mediocre and excellent construction involves a ridiculously small materials cost.
Knowing construction methods and materials will also assist you in your dealings with whichever

contractor you choose.

I've read dozens of books on home design and this is the most useless of all of them. It’s full of such
brilliant insights as, "Have the toilet paper holder installed within easy reach of the toilet." (I kid you
not) Some construction methods are suggested which are generally frowned upon by builders and
there are suggestions of using materials that are illegal to manufacture. The description says it was
thoroughly revised and it has a publication date of July 27, 2010 but another suggestion is,
"Consider running two phone lines into the kitchen in case the household cook plans on being on
the Internet while preparing meals." Do the authors think that most of us still use dial-up? Don’t

waste your money.

This book gives excellent strategic advice. It is not a tactical manual on how to build a house with



your own hands, but rather informs a buyer on how to get the job done and which decisions are
critical (e.g. site selection, architecture design selection, and builder selection). If you want to learn
how to install drywall, then this is not the book for you. If you want to get a general idea of how it is
done, but want to learn more about specifications from an owner’s perspective, then this is the book
for you. Some of the best advice in the book is really in the chapters on builders (how to select
them, and how to work with them). This ’soft sceince’ is the critical knowledge that | needed to build
my own home that | would not have obtained otherwise. The sample specifications list using a HUD

form proved to be invaluable to me. | didn’t need an architect after that.

| bought the book with the intention of using it as a guide as | built my new home. | found it more of
a research guide to use in the process of preparing to build or purchase a new home. The "how to"
portion is absolutely not there. It is a good book and well worth the money, but not what | was
looking for. | was looking for something to "knock the cobwebs off my brain", since it has been over
20 years since | was involved in home construction in my late teens. | just bought another book on

line, "How to design, build, remodel and maintain your home", hopefully this will meet my needs.

Flirst, it should be noted that the editorial review and back cover both note, "Know when you’ll move
in with a helpful calendar-style checklist" and "Select the right mortgage". Neither of those are
covered, at least not in this 4th edition. | see the number of pages were reduced from 824 pages in
the 3rd ed. to 791 in this edition. Part of the mystery may be that the index does have an entry that
says, "moving in timeline, 783-803". Well, not only does it NOT have 803 pages, the index is on
pages 775 - 791! Finally, the back cover also says "Evaluate doing it yourself vs. subcontracting"”.
This my be presented in a round-about way, but it really goes right into using a builder - never
presenting the "do-it-yourself" versus contractor analysis.With that said, the book DOES provide a
lot of great information. Every part of the building process seems to be covered. The pros/cons of
the various construction methods (such as foundation types, wall construction, etc.) is very
useful.The bottom line is this is a very good book that | would recommend for anyone building a
home, but just keep in mind things noted in the editorial info, back cover, etc. are missing. | can’t
believe the editorial staff at McGraw-Hill were so negligent in this matter, and it makes me wonder
what other inconsistencies can be found throughout the book.
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